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Your child’s reading Little (Ol
LETTERS AND

journey SOUNDS

o
Reception Autumn term REVISED

Welcome to the beginning of the most wonderful journey in which your child, whatever their starting point,
will become a fluent, confident reader who loves books! For many children at the start of Reception, letters
look like squiggles on the page and have no connection to sounds. Learning that letters and sounds are
linked — phonics — is the key to reading. In Reception this term, we will teach children the sounds of the first
set of letters in the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme (Phase 2) so they can begin to use
phonics to read.

All for the love of reading

Reading enables children to function successfully in our increasingly text-filled world. But research also tells
us that:

¢ Reading develops children’s vocabulary, understanding of the world and empathy.

¢ A love of reading is the biggest indicator of future academic success!

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised teaches children to read and to love reading.

What will my child be taught in school this term?

e This term, your child will be taught phonics for 20 minutes every day.

e They will learn to say and read all the single letter sounds (for example, s and m) and some consonant
digraphs. A digraph is where two letters make one sound (for example qu and sh). Please see pronunciation
guides at the end of this letter.

e We will work really hard to teach your child to blend sounds together to read words.

* They will start reading wordless books and, when they can blend sounds into words, will read Phase 2
books.

e We will provide your child with daily additional practice if they need it.

How can | read a wordless book?!

e Wordless books are invaluable as they teach reading behaviours and early reading skills to children who
are not yet blending.

¢ Talk to your child about what they can see in the pictures.

¢ Point to the images in the circles and find them on the page.

e Encourage your child to make links from the book to their own experiences.

What about words that can’t be read easily with phonics?
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e Some common words are unusual and do not make sense with phonics until much later in your child’s
reading journey, for example, ‘was’ and ‘the’.

e We call these words ‘tricky words’ and we teach these words differently. We help children to identify the
bit that does make sense and the part that is tricky.

e The ‘Phase 2 tricky words’ document provides more information. You will find this in the ‘For parents’ area
of the Little Wandle website.

What can | do to support my child at home?

¢ Ask them what sounds they have learned each day and point out objects in the environment or in books
that start with that sound.

¢ Read to your child daily — choose books that you can enjoy together. The love of reading books we send
home are a great place to start!

e Listen to them practise reading their phonics book to develop their fluency.

e Ask your child’s teacher if you need extra help with supporting your child — that’s what we’re here for!

e Attend our Phonics and Early Reading parent workshop in the Autumn term- you will receive a letter
containing more information in due course.

Grown-up homework!
Here are some quick activities and links to give you the confidence to support your child with
phonics.

1. Watch the videos for parents 2. Help your child develop a love of
Go to the ‘For parents’ area of the Little reading
Wandle website (see link below) and watch the  Try to do one or more of the following with
following videos: your child this term.
e Phase 3 sounds taught in Reception e Visit your local library
Spring 1 e Find a book to buy in your local charity
e How we teach tricky words shop

e Learn a Nursery Rhyme together
e Make a special time every day for
sharing books.

Many thanks for your support,

Miss Lovell (Phonics Lead)



Phase 2 grnph.erne in_furmn.ti.nn. sheet

Autumn 1

fi'ruphem.-l and mnemanic Picture card Pronundiation phrase Formation phrase
Show your teeth and ond let the s | Down the snoke from head to tail
hizs out ssssss ssssss
snake

Open your mouth wide and make
the @ sound at the back of wour
maouth o @ a

Around the ostronaut’s helmet and
down intc space

Dpen your lips; put the tp of your
tangue behind your teeth and press
tet

Diorwn the tiger and ooross its neck

tiger
Eru‘:g your I.|.p: tugrlhnr. Fu:h them | Down the F-mniuln.': back, up and
5 open and s0y p p P oround its heod

penguin
Pull your lips back and make the i | Down the iguana and dat the |eaf
scund ot the back of yauwr mouth
iii

iguann

Open your lips a bet, put your
tangue behind your teeth and
make the nnanm sound nuuan

Dewn, up and aver the net

W
®

Fut your lips together and make
the murememem sound ruromenm

Dorwen, up and aver the maouwse’s
oars




Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase

Put your tangue to the top and
front of your mouth ond moke o
quick dsound dd d

Found the duck’s bady, up to its
head and down ta its feet

Giive me o blg smille that shows
your teeth; press the maddle uJ‘ your
tangue to the top and back of your
mauth; push your tangue dovar
and foraard ko make the g

scund g g g

Round the goat's face and curl
under i chin

ootopus

Make your mouth into round shape
ard zay @ o ©

All around the octopus

Upvm your mauth into a litte smide;
make your tongue flat ond move it
up tawords the top of your mouth

ta say e €€

Curl oround the cat

Upen your mauth into a little smile;
make your tongue flat ond move it
up towords the top of your mouth

to say k k ke

Dwen the kte, up to the top cormer
and diown te the bottom corner

sock

Upvm your mauth into a litte smile,
make your tongue flat and move it
up towords the top of your mouth

ta say e

c Curl around the heel of the sock
k Down. the sock, up and bock
down ta the toe

Catchphrase: Rock that sock!

elephant

Dpen your mouth wide and say
cee

Around the elephant’s eye ond curl
down its trunk




ﬁTthernt and muemeonic PFictwre card Fronunciation phrase Formation phrase
UF-I'H your mawth wide and sy Dewwen ond around the umbrella,
E [FRTRTE and back to the ground
umbrella
Show me your teeth to moke a From the cloud te the ground and
FYFTF Sound FITFF rETET ower the rainbow
rainbow

helicopter

Open your mauth and breathe cut
sharply h b h

Clowen, up and over the helicopter

Fut your lips together and soy b as
you open them b b b

Dewn the bear's back, wp and
round its tummy

i
flamirgo

L'Ipm your I|Fs a little; put your
teeth on your bottam lp and puzh
the air out to moke the scund fffff

ijii]

Dioan the flaminge to s fook and
Iross Ik wings

— “—+ O oS5 = £

—®

UF-I'H your mauwth a little; put
your tongue up to the top of yowr
mauth, bekind your teeth, and
press LALL MELLL

Dewn the lollipop stick
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Autumn 2

Grapheme and muemonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrose

Formation phrase

Jellgfizh

Pucker your lps and show
yaur teeth use yaur tongue

as you say j j

Diowm the jellyfish and dat
its head

voltono

Put your teeth agamst your
bottom lip and make a
burmng vy vy

Down to the battom of the
vedcano and back up to the

top

wave

Pucker your lps and keep
them zmall as you soy w
w w

Dowmn and up ond down and
up the woves

yoye

Mouth open, then push the
cslx spund through os you
close your mouth o5 o5 s
I xx)

Smile, tongue to the top c-_f
your miouth, sy y itk

ApLning your mawth yyy

From the top, across the bax
to the bottom. From the top
oqon ocross the box to the

battom

Dipwm, around the yo-yo and
curl round the string

J
X
J
“Z

N € X S < -

zeloro

Shaw me your teeth and
buzz the z sound rzzez
ZTIT

furrpss the top of the zebro's
head, zig-rag dowm its neck
and aleng




Grupll.-:m.-: and mremonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation |:|I1.r:|.n f
Catchphrase

gueen

&

CnErrues

Pucker your mukh,
then open it as you soy

I:I_Il 1_H. q_l.l.

Pucker your lbps and shaw
your teeth; use your tongque
as you zay ch ch ch

g Round the qu-:-:r.'s _fuc:'.
down her robe and o flick at
the end

gu Queck, it's the gueen!

dh Chiew the dnerries,
children

=

shells

e

thumhb

Pucker your lbps and shaw
your teeth; push the air out
shehshshzh shshshshsh

Volced: Tongue on your
teeth, teeth almost closed o
make o ‘buzzing’ th th th
Unvoiced: langue on your
teeth; push the air out

th th th

sh Share the shells

th Thumbs up, we're howng

fun

9,

rlng

Open your mouth a bit and
then wse your tongue at the
ook of your mouth to soy

ng ng ng

ng Eling on o ring

¥

pink pondo

Upen your mouth a bit and
then wse your tongue at the
nack of your mouth to soy

ngk ngk ngk

nk | think | om pink




