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Seaside Holidays in the Past Year 2 Summer Term 

Key Vocabulary 

Bathing      
machine 

Bathing machines were used a 
long time ago so people could 
change in private before getting 

into the sea.  

Before Something that has already 
happened 

Health Looking after our body and 
mind. 

Holidays A break away from your house.  

Locomotive A moving engine 

Now Something that is happening today 

Past Something that has already 
happened 

pier A wooden structure going from 
land and out over water.  

Present Something that is happening 
now 

Punch and Judy A traditional British puppet show that 
would entertain families 

Resorts Somewhere to go on holiday which has 
places to stay.  

Souvenir Something that is kept as a reminder 
of a place visited  

Victorian era A 63 year period between 1837-1901  
when Queen Victoria ruled.  

Key Knowledge 

The railways developed so more people began to travel further and visit seaside      

resorts.  

Holidays in the past were nearly always health related. Seawater was considered to 

have a beneficial effect on health and cure diseases.  

There are differences between seaside holidays 100 years ago, 50 years ago and today 
e.g. different clothes and different entertainment. People got changed in special    
bathing machines 

Women would use bathing machine to change into their swimming costume. In the past 

people would be covered and wear their clothes to the beach. They did not have shorts 

and T-shirts to wear. Not many people sunbathed.  

Bucket and spades would be very heavy to carry. They were made from metal, tin and 

wood. Donkey rides, entertainment and carousels on the pier are still popular today  

People would watch Punch and Judy shows and walk along the promenade to watch a 

show, hear a band or sit and rest. Punch and Judy shows can be seen today but very 

rarely at the beach.  
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