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11th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
I received the Government’s updated guidance for schools on Friday and there are a few things I would like
to share with you.
Provision for Critical Workers and Vulnerable children:
Parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) and EU transition response include those who
work in health and social care and in other key sectors. Children with at least one parent or carer who is a
critical worker can go to school if required. This includes parents who may be working from home. Schools
should speak to parents and carers to identify who needs to go to school. If it proves necessary, schools
can ask for simple evidence that the parent in question is a critical worker, such as their work ID badge or
pay slip. Parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they can.
The definition of vulnerable children and young people includes children who have a social worker, an
education, health and care plan (EHCP) or who may be vulnerable for another reason at local discretion.
Schools are expected to allow and strongly encourage vulnerable children and young people to attend.
Parents/carers of vulnerable children and young people are strongly encouraged to take up the place.

Remote Learning:
The mandatory guidance states that “when teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to:
•
set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a number of
different subjects
•
set work that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school, and as a
minimum:
•
primary: 3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort
•
secondary: 4 hours a day, with more for pupils working towards formal qualifications this year
•
provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher or through high-quality
curriculum resources or videos
•
have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging with their work, and inform
parents immediately where engagement is a concern
•
gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum using questions and other suitable
tasks, and provide feedback, at least weekly, using digitally facilitated or whole-class feedback where
appropriate
•
enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or
assessments, including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’
understanding
Younger children in Key Stage 1 or Reception often require high levels of parental involvement to support
their engagement with remote education, which makes digital provision a particular challenge for this age

group. We therefore do not expect that solely digital means will be used to teach these pupils remotely.
Workbooks are available for all children at parents request.
Updated guidance for parents is now available via this link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-yearsproviders-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
I will continue to keep you updated with any information I receive.
If you need any help or support with Remote Learning, please contact school via telephone or email.

Yours sincerely
Mrs E Henderson

