The importance of reading!
Children who enjoy & share books, learn that it
is a pleasurable activity that they will choose to
do at home as well as at school.

It is FUN not WORK!
Books help us to learn, find information and
develop our imagination.
A good reader becomes a good writer!

How do we teach reading and comprehension at
Bridgewater?
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• At Bridgewater we feel that reading is an extremely important part of
your child’s education and as such, devote much time and effort into
teaching and practising reading skills.
• We are a ‘reading school’, but our biggest aim and wish, is to see the
children to develop a ‘love’ of reading both at home and school.
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How do we teach reading?
• Daily Phonics
• Guided Reading
• 1:1 reading
• Hearing books read aloud on a regular basis
• Selecting their own choice of texts
• Shared reading
• Daily independent reading
• Comprehension activities
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Daily Phonics

• Daily Phonics is taught from Nursery to Year 2. Children
systematically learn the sounds that letters make and practise
blending (putting together) and segmenting (separating) sounds to
make words. They also learn tricky words that cannot be sounded
out. This builds a firm foundation for reading and is the vital first step
in your child’s reading journey.
• Also for Junior children who require it through intervention.
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Key Stage One
• In Key Stage One we ensure systematic, daily, discrete teaching of
Phonics- with opportunities to practice and apply in the context of
reading, individual and guided reading and all areas of writing. We
use Letters and Sounds in Year 1 and 2 to deliver this. We also use
the National Curriculum for Spelling in Years 1 and 2 to develop
knowledge of patterns, rules and alternatives for sounds.
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Y1 Phonic Screening
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Phonic Phases
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Guided Reading in Key Stage 1.
• Each day the class teacher will have a Guided Reading
session.
• This is where the teacher will work with a group of
children to hear them read and discuss the text.

• They will be assessing both reading strategies and their
understanding of the text throughout.
• The teacher will have a clear focus when questioning the
children.
• Other Reading activities KS1 include:
• Comprehension Box activities.
• Additional Guided Reading with TA.
• Daily reading- with TA-questioning and decoding.
• Comprehension linked to text.
• Cracking Comprehension.

• Reading journal activities.
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• 1a Draw on knowledge of
vocabulary to understand
texts.
• 1b Identify and explain key
aspects of fiction and nonfiction text, such as
characters, event, titles
and information
• 1c Identify and explain the
sequence of events in text

• 1d. Make inferences from
the text
• 1e. Predict what might
happen on the basis of what
has been read so far.
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What
did Biff
and Chip
do?
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What
might
happen
next?
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How did
Chip feel
about
finding the
footprint?
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What
will the
school
friends
say?
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Can you
order
these
events?
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Why do
you think
the island
is called
Green
Island?
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Extending your child’s
reading skills
• It’s not the amount of books he/she reads,
it’s the comprehension that’s important.
When you read:• Discuss the book
• Read the book
• Talk about what happened last time
• Don’t be tempted to rush through
the reading books – it’s not a race!
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Key Stage 2
• Throughout Key Stage 2 the children will be encouraged to read
independently and develop an intrinsic love of reading. They read a
range of texts and materials and use their knowledge of words,
sentences and texts to form an understanding and answer questions
related to these. They have opportunities to read a wide variety of
text types, varying in length, genre and complexity, to provide them
with sufficient challenge.
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Find and copy a
phrase which shows
Michael wasn’t happy
about the decision
his family had made.
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What do we learn
about Michael’s
personality from
what he writes in his
log? Use evidence
from the text to
support your answer.
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Guided Reading
• Guided Reading extends the opportunities provided by shared reading
with a sharp focus on the targeted needs of a particular group with similar
reading abilities. There is a clear focus by the teacher on the specific
aspect of reading comprehension the learners need to be introduced to,
develop or practise, and apply during their independent reading activities.
• Guided reading provides opportunities for children to take part in
discussion where they can enthuse and learn from each other.
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What does Guided Reading look
like at Key Stage 2?
A carousel of daily activities, including:
• Guided Reading with the teacher
• Independent follow up task (Reading journal)
• Independent comprehension

• Prepare to share
• Cracking comprehension

2a. Give / explain the meaning of words in context.
2b. Retrieve and record information / identify key
details from fiction and non-fiction
2c . Summarise main ideas from more than one
paragraph
2d . Make inferences from the text / explain and
justify inferences with evidence from the text
2e .Predict what might happen from details stated
and implied.
2f . Identify / explain how information / narrative
content is related and contributes to meaning as a
whole
2g. Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced
through choice of words and phrases
2h. Make comparisons within the text.
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• Think of ways to make reading fun - you want your child to learn how
pleasurable books can be. If you're both enjoying talking about the
content of a particular page, linger over it for as long as you like.
• Books aren't just about reading the words on the page, they can also
present new ideas and topics for you and your child to discuss.

1/31/2017

19

Tips for helping your child to enjoy books:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Encourage your child to pretend to 'read' a book before he or she can read words.
Ask them to predict what will happen next, retell stories together, ‘read’ pictures.
If they can’t work out a word TELL THEM!
Don’t make it difficult/unpleasant – we need to encourage children to learn that
reading is a pleasure!
Download a Kindle App on your devices- it is free and many books are free of charge.
Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as books.
Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from school or just
before bed.
Buy dual-language books if English isn’t your family’s first language - you can talk
about books and stories, and develop a love for them, in any language.
Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in - maybe dragons,
insects, cookery or a certain sport.
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sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your
20
house.
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