
Talk for Writing information for Parents 2019 



Talk for Writing is powerful because it 
enables children to imitate the language 
they need for a particular topic orally 

before reading and analysing it and then 
writing their own version.  

 
https://youtu.be/w6K6YH3ci5Q  

 
 http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/portfolio-

items/t4wexplanation/  
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Imitation 
• A typical Talk-for-Writing unit would begin with 
some engaging activities warming up the tune of the 
text, as well as the topic focused on, to help children 
internalise the pattern of the language required. 

• This is then followed by talking an exemplar text, 
supported visually by a text map and physical 
movements to help the children recall the story or 
non-fiction piece. 

• Once they have internalised the language of the 
text, they are in a position to read the text and 
start to think about the key ingredients that help to 
make it work. 



Once upon a time…  First...               Next,                                After that,       Suddenly  
In a land far away…  One day…            Unfortunately, 

                   Then,                         Fortunately,            Conjunctions e.g. but, so, if, because….         Finally,  



Reception imitation: 



 



 



 



Imitation: Year 1 Quarry Bank Mill visit. 

 







Imitation Year 2: A section of ‘A Winter’s Tale’ 



 



 



Innovation  
• The key activity in this stage is shared 

writing, helping the children to write their 
own by “doing one together” first. This could 
begin with using a boxed-up grid to show how 
to plan the text and then turning the plan 
into writing. 

• This allows the children to see how you can 
innovate on the exemplar text and select 
words and phrases that really work. 

• This process enables the children to write 
their own versions through developing their 
ability to generate good words and phrases 
and also, hopefully, develops the inner judge 
when they start to decide why one word or 
phrase is best. 



Short story boxing up: The Watertower 

Underlying plot My plot 

Two boys set out on a planned 
adventure-one willing, one not.  

A sister and a brother set out on a planned adventure, 

one willing, one not.  

Come across a problem/danger Chn come across a disused, old market hall and know 

they shouldn’t enter. 

Ignore the danger Chn decide to ignore the signs and obvious dangers and 

decide to enter the disused market hall anyway. 

Something bad happens and one of 
the characters mysteriously changes 

personality.  

Chn play with all the old items (ipad research work would 

come in handy here), one child gets stuck, other child 

has to leave to find an object to free their sibling, upon 

return, the sibling who was stuck has managed to free 

themselves and has changed personality.  



Independent application 
• This stage begins with some activities 

focused on helping the children 
understand aspects that they were having 
difficulty with or includes time for the 
children to have a go at altering their 
work in the light of what they have just 
learnt so that they start to make 
progress.  

• This stage will continue to focus on the 
next steps needed to support progress so 
the children can become independent 
speakers and writers of this type of 
text.  


